Chronology of Science

Purpose:  To impart understanding of: science as a process that takes many years to go from understanding to application, how basic science knowledge often precedes understanding of intended application, the scale of the timeline of scientific development (ie. a lifetime), and the interplay between science and technology development. 

*Materials:  
10 copies of each quote


7 different colors of card stock, 10 sheets of each

Making Cards:  1. Assign a color to each year.  2. Cut out quotes and glue to corresponding color/year.  Make 10 sets of color-coded quotes (each set will have seven different colored cards).  Make one master set with the year in which the quote was given on the back. You have been provided with 10 sets of quotes.

Conducting the Activity:  1. Assign students to groups of three.  2.  Give each group a set of quotes, making sure that they are initially out of order. Ask students to arrange quotes in what they think is the correct chronological order.  4.  The teacher can easily look at groups of students and determine if they have put them in the correct order using the color key provided with the cards. 5.  Pick a group or groups to come down and explain why they chose the order they did.  6.  Reveal the correct order.  

· Quantities are given for a class size of 30.

Answer Key:

Molecular Structure of DNA – 1953

The Future of Treatments for Mental Retardation – 1968

Press Release the Nebel Proze in Physiology – 1969

Scientists Criticize Gene Engineering in People – 1980

Gene Therapy: Early trials encountered unforeseen complications – 1996

Gene Therapy Setback – 2000

The Cost of a Cure - 2003

